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Co-op Spotlight 

 

From the Co-op Department! 

 
 

Congratulations to all Cooperative Education and Ontario Youth Apprenticeship 
(OYAP) students who have successfully completed their semester at their 
placements! 
 

After much preparation, patience, and plenty of persistence, students have experienced 
a wide variety of career areas including Business, Computers and Technology, 
Healthcare, and Education, and Automotive Technology. Despite a very challenging 
semester, Co-op teachers were able to offer over 60 industry placements to their 
students through in-person or virtual work experience...or even a hybrid model of both 
opportunities. Our Co-op students demonstrated great resilience, adaptability and most 
of all, positivity! We are very proud of our MSS Co-op students and their achievements. 
 

The Co-op Department would also like to take this time to thank all of our Community 
Partners who have been graciously volunteering their valuable time and energy as Co-
op Supervisors. The Co-op supervisors not only provide our students with the 
opportunity to learn beyond the traditional classroom, but they also provide them with 
opportunities to develop and enhance their employability skills, and help shape their 
future career choices. Many employers stepped up during this difficult time to come up 
with creative and innovative ways to continue to support our students’ experiential 



learning. The program could not exist without the dedication of our Community 
Partners. 
 

Students, parents and interested community members wishing to learn more about Co-
operative Education/OYAP can speak to the department head, Ms.Vrensen 
(kimberly.vrensen@yrdsb.ca) Or if you are interested in hosting a Co-operative 
Education or an OYAP student (or know of someone who might), we are always looking 
for community support for our wonderful MSS students! 
 

Here are a few ways that our students were able to participate in and benefit from the 
Co-op program this past semester: 
 

I work at Middlefield Medical Centre.  As a 
Co-op student, I spend most of my time in 
the laboratory, where I complete the 
majority of my allocated work. There are 
four physicians and four secretaries 
working at this facility. The clinic where I 
work also has a laboratory and an E.C.G. 
(electrocardiogram) room. The doctors 
here specialize in family medicine, which 

means they can treat people of all ages with their problems. All of the employees here 
are quite nice and outgoing, which makes it very easy for me to fit in and 
communicate freely with them. ---Kavethan Pancharatnam, Grade 11 MSS Co-op 
Student 

 

Getting to work at BTNX Labs was a 
real surprise. I never expected to 
have something like this in Markham -
- 20 minutes away from school.  It 
was also very rewarding working at a 
place that actually helps individuals 
during the pandemic.  Being a part of 
the Covid-19 rapid testing kit process 
was a huge surprise! One of my main 
responsibilities was making sure that 
they are showing the proper result for the end users.  Co-op has taught me that 
learning happens at all stages of the process. It’s the journey rather than the end goal 
of finishing the Co-op placement with more experience. -- Ivan Tang, Grade 12 MSS 
Co-op Student 
 

 



 

 



Message from Guidance 

  

FAMILY NIGHT WEBINAR SERIES  
Thank you to all of the families who were able to join us for Markville’s Course 
Selection evening.  Students will receive Course Selection information during grade 
assemblies on February 11th (virtually live to accommodate all learners).   
The slide deck for the Course Selection presentation is accessible on the Markville 
Guidance website’s Family Night Page.  The next, and final, webinar on Funding Post-
Secondary Education will take place on March 9th @ 6:30pm.  The link to the March 
9th presentation can be found on Family Night Agenda, on that same page. 

 
TIMETABLE CHANGES 

Students have had the last few months to make changes to Semester 2, noting that 
courses are incredibly tight.  Guidance had also sent out a Google Form to students, 
where they could continue to make course change requests - level changes and 
pathway changes are prioritized, but elective changes are unfortunately unlikely due 
to space.  This form closed today.  This week and next, Guidance will continue to 
work on waitlists and form changes, where possible.  If change is possible, the 
student will be contacted. Students are to follow their Semester 2 timetable, unless 
otherwise directed.  Guidance appointments will open to students next week for 
Course Selection conversations.   
IMPORTANT: TeachAssist has opened to show Semester 2 Timetables to 
students.  It is imperative that students view TeachAssist via the TeachAssist website 
and not the App.  The App, although it shows some accurate courses and marks, is 
not affiliated with YRDSB – for many students, the courses and marks they are 
viewing are not accurate.  Additionally, the App does not allow students to book 
Guidance Appts. Please always log into the site.  If you are using the App, you are 
providing your confidential information to a non-approved third party. A reminder that 
Parents/Guardians can access TeachAsisst through the Parent Portal, using the email 
on file.   
 

COURSE SELECTION 

myBluePrint/myPathwayPlanner will be open to submit courses from February 16-
24..  There is no benefit to being first to submit, so please choose carefully, and where 
needed, speak to teachers, as well as Guidance.  Students attempting to make a 
change to their timetable this year can tell you how tight it is - it is assumed to be 
similar next year; therefore, it is important to think this through and do the necessary 
pathway research prior to selecting.  Review Semester 1 Report Cards and Credit 
Tallys to ensure on track, and aid in this decision-making.  Guidance is bookable to 
Families via TeachAssist Parent Portal – appointments can be in person or virtual 
(please select virtual, if preferred so that we know to send a link). Instructions on how 
to book an appointment can be located at the bottom of the Markville Guidance 
website.  Courses must be locked in by February 25th.  

 

https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/family-night-webinar-series?authuser=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n6-NgAd55DtUlkuupw8gXTCOVcd7j4k9hAOOUaJpYTI/edit?usp=sharing
https://ta.yrdsb.ca/live/index.php
https://ta.yrdsb.ca/live/parents/index.php
https://app.myblueprint.ca/
https://ta.yrdsb.ca/yrdsb/parents/
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/home?authuser=0


NIGHT SCHOOL / ONLINE LEARNING 

Please note that students can only register for YRDSB Continuing Education courses 
(Night School or eLearning) if they are UNable to receive the credit via Markville SS.  
  

NIGHT SCHOOL - REGISTRATION NOW OPEN via myPathwayPlanner 

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/night-school-credit-courses     
Traditional in-class face-to-face Night School program is delivered virtually this year, 
in real-time (synchronous).  Classes are held on Tuesday and Thursday evenings 
from 6:30-9:45 pm, and begin February 17th.  Before the start of the program, 
students will receive an email with instructions on how to join the class on the first 
day.  YRDSB students will log in with their gapps accounts.  
  

ONLINE LEARNING - formerly e-Learning - REGISTRATION NOW OPEN via 
myPathwayPlanner 

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/online-learning-formerly-e-learning  
This program offers courses that are specifically designed to be taught in a fully online 
format (formerly referred to as “e-learning”) - Classes occur online (asynchronous) 
using an asynchronous model, with synchronous check-in opportunities with the 
teacher. Most courses are waitlisted at this time.   
  

POST-SECONDARY INFORMATION  
The next upload to OUAC/OCAS will take place on February 10th & 11th. Students 
will want to confirm that their courses are in and accurate.      
  

For Gr 12 students - as Semester 1 comes to a close, please ensure that any Private 
School or alternative Board report cards are submitted to Markville 
Guidance.  Private schools must upload to OUAC/OCAS, but the course does not 
count towards a student Transcript, unless MSS uploads the report card.  Private 
schools can email counsellors directly; TDSB, etc would need to be provided via the 
student.   
  

Happy weekend!  Looking forward to Semester 2! 
Your Guidance Team~ 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/night-school-credit-courses
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/online-learning-formerly-e-learning


 

 

School Notices  

  

 
 
Upcoming Dates 

  

Feb. 7  First Day of Semester 2 

Feb. 16-24 Course Selection 

Feb. 21 Family Day (School Closed) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Peer Tutoring 

  

Do you need extra help with your courses? Are you looking for a dedicated peer to 
help you stay focused and motivated with course work? Markville’s Peer Tutoring 
Club is back and ready to support YOU! 
Students can drop-in when help is needed or request for a weekly 1-to-1 peer tutor. 
Peer tutoring sessions will be virtual, after school Monday-Thursday from 3:30-
4:30 pm. 

·       To request a 1-to-1 peer tutor, students must submit this application form: 
bit.ly/1to1peertutor.  Students will receive an email confirmation of their peer 
tutor match once the request is processed. 

  
·       No application is needed for drop-in peer tutoring—just join via Zoom when 

you need help! See schedule and Zoom links below. 
All Peer Tutoring information including sign up form, schedule, and Zoom links can be 
found at bit.ly/msspeertutorinfo.  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/1to1peertutor
https://bit.ly/msspeertutorinfo


 

Tweet of the Week 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Community Events 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



YRDSB Communications 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SO THEY REMEMBER A Jewish Family's Story of 

Surviving  the Holocaust in Soviet Ukraine   

Author Maksim Goldenshteyn was 23 
years old when he first learned that his 
grandparents, born in Soviet Ukraine 
and Romania in the 1920 and 1930s, 
had survived the Holocaust. Growing 
up in the U.S., he heard only 
fragments of their wartime stories, 

which did not always align with the depictions that mostly emerged from 
the Western and Central European Jewish experience.   

His new book, a decade in the making, tells their story. In this presentation, 
Maksim will trace his family’s journey (and the journey of families like his) across 
the broad sweep of the 20th century. He will describe life in the shtetlach of the 
late Russian Empire and borderlands of the Soviet Union, where interethnic 
relations between Poles, Ukrainians, and Jews would play an important role during 
the wartime occupation of Soviet Ukraine.  

He will describe how the Second World War  reshaped his maternal grandfather’s 
hometown,  and how child survivors came of age in the shadow  of genocide to 
resist Soviet attempts to erase all  traces of the Holocaust.   

He will explore how families like – Jews from the former Soviet Union who 
emigrated en masse beginning in the 1980s – struggled to find their place in 
North America.  

Moreover, he will reflect on how learning his family’s story has taken him on an 
unexpected journey of his own: reclaiming his Jewish identity.  

We welcome families, educators, community 
and students (grades 6+) to join us!  

An Evening with Maksim Goldenshetyn, Author of "So They 
Remember”  

               Feb. 3 | 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM   



Register Today!   

 

https://bit.ly/3njplXh   

10 copies of "So They Remember" will be raffled off to 10 
attendees!  

More Information:  

Leonora Buskin | Community Partnership  Developer (CPD): Jewish 
Community leonora.buskin@yrdsb.ca  

Oksana Majaski | Community Partnership  Developer (CPD): CEC West  

oksana.majaski@yrdsb.ca  

This free parent presentation is brought to you in partnership Anne 
Frank Public School and York Region District School Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

  

 
                                       

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemCWNcPMchelWG1F4-MWJ8_Se-2JUR-ejir_Fnd91SV21kRg/viewform

